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"On the genunineness of these two verses our authorities are 
much divider), before the end of the feurth ctntory, on the 
testimony of St. Hilary and St. Jerome, there were manuscripts 
in circulation which ommed them. /Vie probability it that uiey 
were omitted in some early copies as being of doubt ful theological 
tendency ; the idea that our Lord could show weakness to such 
an extreme degree, or need i he consolation of an angel seemed 
to ploy into the hands of these hei flics who denied His Divinity. In 
such cases an omission is alway more likely than an insertion 
It is difficult to imagine an orthodox copyist having. . ..the skill 
to write it exacly in the style and vocabulary of l tike." (italiks 
mine)- (commentory P. 167 V. I) 
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